
Changes to Church Facility Use for the 2020-2021 School Year 

 

By a unanimous decision by the church’s Executive Board, Second Baptist Church has entered 

into an agreement with the Calais Elementary School to allow them to use our facility during 

school days. The school department requested this arrangement, with our facility being perhaps 

the only remaining possibility in town for finding a safe and adequate off-site location for school 

children (K-6th grade) during this year of COVID-19 protocols. Because the school is trying to 

diminish the COVID risk by using a hybrid model in which two halves of the student population 

rotate days at the school, it was necessary to find a location where the students who were on an 

“off” day could go (particularly those from working families who would have had no guardian 

care at home). As such, the use of most of the church facilities will be reserved for the school 

every Monday-Friday, for the duration of the school day and the after-school program. 

 

Why is the church agreeing to this arrangement? 

 

- First and foremost, it is an opportunity to be a blessing to our community at a time of real 

need, and we underscore our love for our neighbors and our Christian witness by being 

generous with our space. 

- It is also an opportunity to return a generous kindness that was once done to us. After the 

church burned down in 2001, the elementary school allowed us to use their space to 

gather for worship each week. 

- The school department has worked very hard to find ways of having school this year 

while keeping the children safe, and without the participation of an off-site facility like 

ours, their efforts on behalf of the community’s children might not be possible at all. 

- By welcoming the school and community into our church for their weekly use, God may 

be able to use our facility as a way to plant seeds of grace in the hearts of the workers, 

parents, and children who come and go through it. 

 

Will it be safe for us at 2BC, who are also trying to follow our own COVID protocols? 

 

- Yes, it will be very safe. The school is contracting professional cleaners who will be 

thoroughly cleaning their areas of our building after every school day, including an extra 

“COVID cleaning” before the weekend (complete with the use of virus-killing 

electrostatic spray). This procedure, together with the fact that no one is currently using 

the church on Saturdays, should effectively negate the possibility of contact transmission 

for us when we arrive on Sunday mornings. If anything, it may result in an even higher 

level of cleanliness and safety than we have been able to maintain on our own resources. 

- Because of the student-to-teacher ratio restrictions, the total group size at the school’s 

program will not be exceeding the 50-person limit we’ve been trying to maintain. 

- The school system is implementing very rigorous safety protocols for students and 

teachers, including social distancing, masks (and in some cases, face-shields as well), 

frequent handwashing, and temperature checks. All in all, they are being even more 

rigorous than our 2BC protocols have been. 

 

 

 



Details of the arrangement: 

 

- The school will be using the church building every Monday-Friday (excluding school 

holidays), from approximately 7 AM to 5:30 PM (not counting the cleaning crews, who 

will be there during evening hours). 

- The school has received grant money to provide a monthly rental fee for the space, which 

will more than cover the necessary utility costs, and the school will pay for the church’s 

trash and snow removal contracts as well. The school also has its own insurance, so ours 

will not be affected. 

- They will be using the fellowship hall, the upstairs and downstairs bathrooms, and a few 

of the Sunday School rooms. They will have no access to the sanctuary, church office, 

pastor’s office, library, nursery, youth room, or young adult Sunday School room. The 

kitchen will be limited to staff use only (students are provided bag lunches, so no cooking 

is done on site), and the elevator will only be used as necessary for handicapped persons. 

- As mentioned above, the school will have professional cleaners doing thorough cleaning 

and sanitization procedures after every day of use. 

- The school program’s staff has made every assurance that our facility will be respected 

and treated well in every possible way. 

- While variations in the scope of the pandemic might end the school’s need to use the 

church at any time, it is possible that this arrangement might be needed for the entirety of 

the school year. 

 

How will it change our use of the church facility? 

 

- Essentially, we’re leasing use of the facility to an outside group during the week, just as 

we used to do for the YouthWorks program when it was here. This means that church 

members should not expect to be able to use the church facility during daytime hours on 

weekdays. This will be a very minor change for the vast majority of our congregation, 

since the weekday schedule saw only minimal use of the church space anyway. 

- The few groups and programs that do meet at the church during weekdays have already 

been advised of the changes, and the church staff is working with them to make 

arrangements for alternate times and sites of meetings as necessary. Our trustees are 

advising our church’s custodial staff on how to work around the school’s schedule. 

- Our normal church office hours will no longer be held at the church. Our staff will work 

remotely during the week, but can be reached by phone (Pastor Matt: 454-3333 or 214-

5039; Gloria: 454-0203). 

- Some of the program’s school supplies will be set up in the fellowship hall and 

downstairs areas, but not in a way that will prevent or impede any of our normal activities 

with church services or Sunday School. 

 

- When can I use the church if I need access to the space for some reason? 

o Saturdays and Sundays:  

▪ The school will not be using the church at all on Saturdays or Sundays, so 

those days remain open for any use the congregation might have, such as 

meetings, weddings, funerals, or special events. Given the current COVID 

pandemic, however, such gatherings have been fairly rare anyway. Any 



events or uses of the church on weekends will require sanitization of the 

area afterwards. 

o Weekday evenings: 

▪ While there will not be schoolchildren at the church during evening hours, 

there will be cleaning crews working. Some church use of the facility may 

be possible during these times, but only by prior arrangement, and only if 

the space being used is fully sanitized afterwards. 

o Weekdays during school hours (sanctuary and young adult room only): 

▪ It might be possible to use some areas of the church while the school 

program is in progress, but only in a very limited way. The sanctuary and 

young adult Sunday School rooms are not used by the school program, 

and are each accessible by their own entrances in the rear of the church. 

These spaces could potentially be used by the church during school hours, 

but only by prior arrangement. For official church staff, the school will 

also make allowances for coming and going to access our office space as 

needed.  

o If you need access to the church facility other than for normal church events, 

please contact Pastor Matt (454-3333) or Gloria (454-0203) to set up the 

arrangements. 


